Collagen heterogeneity in systemic scleroderma and other diseases.
Proportions of collagen type I and type III were investigated in different tissues (kidney, liver, heart muscle, esophagus, lung and skin) in a single case of malignant systemic scleroderma. The proportion of collagen type III was higher than in healthy controls. Similarly, an increase in the proportion of collagen type III was shown in tissues affected by other inflammatory diseases. Further the authors suggest that the increase in total kidney collagen, especially type III, has important consequences for kidney function; in the described case it had the critical influence on the fatal course of the disease, and the patient died from uremia.